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Artist Deybra Fair works
intuitively, immediately
and inspirationally.

Paul Janes-Brown

Each year, the Maui
Arts & Cultural Center’s
Schaefer  International
Gallery produces a show
by local artists that comes
about through submission
of a proposal. Past shows
have been blockbusters,
such as Tom Sewell's
Enigma of the Mill and
Three Views of Paradise
featuring the works of
Howard Lapp, Janet
Davis and Rik Fitch. This
year, the selected artists
are longtime Maui stal-
wart Deybra Fair and
Kaua‘i-based Wayne Ze-
bzda.

Credit Gallery Direc-
tor Neida Bangerter for
recognizing that Deybra’s
whimsical, blithe spirit
and Zebzda’s firm tongue
in cheek presentations
would blend perfectly—
and they do.
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A Deybra and Zebzda
exhibit at the Schaefer
International Gallery.

Like Andy Warhol.
Wayne Zebzda presents
something familiar, trans-
forms it through the eye of
the artist, and asks us to
see it differently. Howev-
er, where Warhol was
dour, Zebzda has a twin-
kle in his eye and is hell-
bent on delighting the
viewer.

Lest the viewer be
scandalized by Zebzda’s
seeming vandalism, let it
be known that he has been
allowed to recover signs
from the highway depart-
ment that would other-
wise become part of the
landfill. He also repro-
duces signs through digi-
tal photography.

It’s amazing to see the
range of impressions that
these mundane objects
have inspired in Zebzda.
In Caution Magician
Ahead and Road Trip, Ze-
bzda has taken real signs,
and through the applica-
tion of clever titles and
extreme enlargements, he
entertains us.

Take a look at the
videos accompanying Suit
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to Disappear In and Suit
for Night Walking, in
which Zebzda shows, hi-
lariously, how the suits
can be used.

Another

multimedia
presentation by Zebzda is
the sound installation Feel
the Beat. Zebzda has
made a disco ball out of
used reflective highway
bumps, and the 56-second
recording of a car going
over the bumps sounds
both like a disco and a
heart beat.

Zebzda is also adept at
“painting” with smoke.
Kone Tiki, X-ing Man 3
and fReel the Bear all
demonstrate his skill at
this technique. Zebzda

Zebzda and
Deybra Fair

artists at the

International

Deybra Fair con-
structed Warning -
Had This Been an
Actual Emergency
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photographs his “signs.”
In It might'be a long jour-
ney ahead and quite pos-
sibly dangerous but 1
can’treally tell you all the
details just yet, only the
yield sign is an actual re-
covered sign: the other
three are digital reproduc-
tions.

Memory Loss is anoth-
er example of a title indi-
cating the artist’s inten-
tions. The faded signs re-
mind us of the transient
nature of this existence
and the way things fade as
they age. Neither Here
nor There is a tower of
signs, which, if one were
to follow them, would
lead to nowhere, which I

No Haoles, Wayne
Zebzda's solvent
inkjet print on vinyl
on aluminum, reveals
a side of Hawai'i that
seldom is explored
in art shows
or galleries.

Wayne Zebzda's
work glows like the
signs it represents.

suppose is Zebzda’s point.

This show is the kind
of exhibit that is immedi-
ately attractive and intel-
lectually stimulating.
Children will love it, and
their parents will have the
opportunity to dive into
the deep end and perhaps
discuss some of the more
profound  implications
with their progeny. After
all, isn’t that what art is
really all about?

Fair Towers and Road
Trip end Saturday, Aug.
22. The gallery is open
Tuesday through Saturday
from 11 am. to 5 p.m.,
and before and during in-
termissions of Castle The-
ater shows. #




